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Yeats was an Irish man, but he takes his place, among the great English poets of
the age. His greatness as a poet is now an accepted fact. Tributes to his greatness have
been paid from time to time by eminent poets and critics of the day.

For one thing, Yeats is great by virtue of the bulk and variety of his poetry, and
critics agreed that very few of his poems can be regarded as definitely inferior. His
work is uniformly good even though he writes on such varied subjects as ancient
legend, mythology, folklore, politics, history, love and he constantly makes new
myths of his own. His creative range is immense, he writes with perfect ease and
mastery on themes taken from every possible sphere of life, and a high standard of
performance is maintained throughout.

The period of poetic activity in his case expanded over forty years, and during
this period he was constantly becoming, maturing and growing different from what
he was in the beginning. There is no sudden change or break in continuity, but a slow
evolution, and the germs of the future are to be found in what has gone before. His
early poetry is romantic while the later one is realistic.
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